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LESSON PLANS

401 Prompts for Argumentative Writing
Student Opinion

By MICHAEL GONCHAR MARCH 1, 2017

Of all the resources we publish on The Learning Network, perhaps it’s our vast 

collection of writing prompts that is our most widely used resource for teaching and 

learning with The Times.

This list of 401 prompts (available here in PDF) is now our third iteration of 

what originally started as 200 prompts for argumentative writing, and it’s intended 

as a companion resource to help teachers and students participate in our annual 

Student Editorial Contest



What’s your favorite question on this list? What questions should we ask, but 

haven’t yet? Tell us in the comments.

And visit our related list as well: 650 Prompts for Narrative and Personal Writing.
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��������	
�����
����
�����	�

1. Does Technology Make Us More Alone?

2. Is Social Media Making Us More Narcissistic?

3. Will Social Media Help or Hurt Your College and Career Goals?

4. Would You Consider Deleting Your Facebook Account?

5. Does Facebook Need a ‘Dislike’ Button?

6. Has Facebook Lost Its Edge?

7. Should What You Say on Facebook Be Grounds for Getting Fired?

8. Would You Be Willing to Pay for Facebook or Google in Exchange for Your 

Privacy?

9. Are Anonymous Social Media Networks Dangerous?

10. Should People Be Allowed to Obscure Their Identities Online?

11. Is Our Culture of Online Shaming Out of Control?

12. Is Snapchat a Revolutionary Form of Social Media?

13. Do Apps Help You or Just Waste Your Time?

14. Do You Spend Too Much Time on Smartphones Playing ‘Stupid Games’?

15. Is Pokémon Go a Positive Cultural Force? Or Is it Just Another Excuse for People 

to Stare at Their Phones?

16. Are Digital Photographs Too Plentiful to Be Meaningful?

17. Do You Worry We Are Filming Too Much?

18. How Many Text Messages Are Too Many?

19. Does Punctuation in Text Messages Matter?

20. Can a GIF Work Better Than Words?
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21. Are the Web Filters at Your School Too Restrictive?

22. Does Technology in the Classroom Ever Get in the Way of Learning?
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53. Should Toys Be More Gender-Neutral?

54. Should There Be More Boy Dolls?

55. Should Transgender People Be Allowed to Use the Bathroom of Their Choice?

56. What Rules Should Apply to Transgender Athletes When They Compete?

57. Is It O.K. to Refuse to Serve Same-Sex Couples Based



Personal Conduct?

81. Should Athletes Who Dope Have to Forfeit Their Titles and Medals?

82. How Big a Deal Is It That an N.B.A. Player Came Out as Gay?

83. Should Women’s Basketball Lower the Rims?

84. Should College Football Players Get Paid?

85. Is ‘Redskins’ an Offensive Name for a Team?

86. Is It Offensive for Sports Teams to Use Native American Names and Mascots?

87. Do Fans Put Too Much Pressure on Their Favorite Professional Athletes?

88. How Much Should Fans Be Allowed to Distract Opposing Teams?

89. Does a Championship Game Always Need to Have a Winner (and a Loser)?

90. Should Sports Betting Be Legal Everywhere?

91. Are Some Extreme Sports Too Extreme?

92. How Young Is Too Young to Climb Mount Everest?

93. Should Colleges Fund Wellness Programs Instead of Sports?

94. Where Should Colleges and Sports Teams Draw the Line in Selling Naming 

Rights?
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95. Does Reality TV Promote Dangerous Stereotypes?

96. Do TV Shows Like ‘16 and Pregnant’ Promote or Discourage Teenage Pregnancy?

97. Does TV Capture the Diversity of America Yet?

98. Is TV Too White?

99. What Makes a Good TV Show Finale?

100. Why Do We Like to Watch Rich People on TV and in the Movies?

101. Does Live Theater Offer Something You Just Can’t Get Watching Movies or TV?

102. What — if Anything — Does the Current Hollywood Film Industry Lack?

103. What Makes a Good Commercial?

104. Why Did a Cheerios Ad Attract So Many Angry Comments Online?

105. Should Video Games Be Considered a Sport?

106. Should Stores Sell Violent Video Games to Minors?

107. Do Violent Video Games Make People More Violent in Real Life?

108. When Should You Feel Guilty for Killing Zombies?

109. Can a Video Game Be a Work of Art?
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110. What Game Would You Like to Redesign?

111. How Sexist Is the Gaming World?

Music, Literature and Art

112. What Current Musicians Do You Think Will Stand the Test of Time?

113. What Artists or Bands of Today Are Destined for the Rock and Roll Hall of 

Fame?

114. What Musician, Actor or Author Should Be a Superstar, but Hasn’t Quite Made 

It Yet?

115. What Artists Do You Consider ‘Sellouts’?

116. How Much Can an Artist Borrow From Earlier Musicians Before It Becomes 

Stealing?

117. Who Does Hip-Hop Belong To?

118. What Can You Predict About the Future of the Music Industry?

119. 



135. At What Age Should Children Be Allowed to Go Places



164. Do You Think Teenagers Can Make a Difference in the World?

165. Is Teenage ‘Voluntourism’ Wrong?

166. Is Prom Worth It?

167. Is Prom Just an Excuse to Drink?

School

168. Do Teachers Assign Too Much Homework?

169. Are High School Students Being Worked Too Hard?

170. Does Your Homework Help You Learn?

171. What Are You Really Learning at School?

172. Does Class Size Matter?

173. What Makes a Good Teacher?

174. Should Schools Strive for Racial Diversity Among Teachers?

175. Do We Need a Better Way to Teach Math?

176. Does Gym Help Students Perform Better in All Their Classes?

177. Should Reading and Math Be Taught in Gym Class Too?

178. 





223. Why Do Boys Lag Behind Girls in Reading?

224. Should Discomfort Excuse Students From Having to Complete an Assignment?

225. Should Schools Give Students ‘Body’ Report Cards?

Time in School

226. Should Schools Cancel Summer Vacation?

227. Do Kids Need Recess?

228. Should the School Day Start Later?

229. Is Your School Day Too Short?

230. Do You Think a Longer School Calendar Is a Good Idea?

231. Should the Dropout Age Be Raised?

232. Should We Rethink How Long Students Spend in High School?

233. Should Students Be Allowed to Skip Senior Year of High School?

234. Should Kids Head to College Early?

235. Class Time + Substitute = Waste?

236. A Short Fall Break, but What Should We Call It?
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Guns, Prisons and the Justice System
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